
HWSD Soil 
Type 

Description Populated 
Places 

Percentage 
of Places 

Cambisols Weakly to moderately developed soils 734 10.25% 

Fluvisols Young soils in alluvial deposits 593 8.28% 
Luvisols Soils with subsurface accumulation of high 

activity clays and high base saturation 
502 7.01% 

Acrisols Soils with subsurface accumulation of low 
activity clays and low base saturation 

493 6.88% 

Leptosols Very shallow soils over hard rock or in 
unconsolidated very gravelly material 

448 6.26% 

Ferralsols Deep, strongly weathered soils with a chemically 
poor, but physically stable subsoil 

408 5.70% 

Calcisols Soils with accumulation of secondary calcium 
carbonates 

401 5.60% 

Gleysols Soils with permanent or temporary wetness near 
the surface 

398 5.56% 

Phaeozems Soils with a thick, dark topsoil rich in organic 
matter and evidence of removal of carbonates 

322 4.50% 

Arenosols Sandy soils featuring very weak or no soil 
development 

288 4.02% 

Regosols Soils with very limited soil development 257 3.59% 
Podzols Acid soils with a subsurface accumulation of 

iron-aluminum-organic compounds 
255 3.56% 

Vertisols Dark-coloured cracking and swelling clays 235 3.28% 
Urban, 

mining, etc. 
Urban Mines 203 2.83% 

Chernozems Soils with a thick, dark topsoil, rich in organic 
matter with a calcareous subsoil 

197 2.75% 

Kastanozems Soils with a thick, dark brown topsoil, rich in 
organic matter and a calcareous or gypsum-rich 
subso 

173 2.42% 

Lixisols Soils with subsurface accumulation of low 
activity clays and high base saturation 

170 2.37% 

Andosols Young soils formed from volcanic deposits 127 1.77% 
Nitisols Deep, dark red, brown or yellow clayey soils 

having a pronounced shiny, nut-shaped structure 
122 1.70% 

Podzoluvisols Acid soils with a bleached horizon penetrating 
into a clay-rich subsurface horizon 

121 1.69% 

Anthrosols Soils in which human activities have resulted in 
profound modification of their properties 

98 1.37% 

Water Bodies Water Bodies 94 1.31% 
Planosols Soils with a bleached, temporarily water-

saturated topsoil on a slowly permeable subsoil 
91 1.27% 

Solonchaks Strongly saline soils 77 1.08% 
Histosols Soils which are composed of organic materials 72 1.01% 
Solonetz Soils with subsurface clay accumulation, rich in 

sodium 
71 0.99% 

Plinthosols Wet soils with an irreversibly hardening mixture 
of iron, clay and quartz in the subsoil 

53 0.74% 

Greyzems Acid soils with a thick, dark topsoil rich in 
organic matter 

50 0.70% 

Gypsisols Soils with accumulation of secondary gypsum 26 0.36% 
Sand Dunes Sand Dune 24 0.34% 

Rock 
Outcrop 

No Data 24 0.34% 

Alisols Soils with sub-surface accumulation of high 
activity clays, rich in exchangeable aluminum 

23 0.32% 

No data No_data 5 0.07% 
Glaciers Glaciers 5 0.07% 
Salt Flats Salt Flats 1 0.01%  

No_data 1 0.01% 
 


